MIDSHIPMAN EASY

IT was hot weather. I had intended to read
a book about education. But the sun
withered up my inclination, and casting
about for something which I should certainly
be able to enjoy, and which would not demand
from me an intellectual effort to which I felt
unequal, I borrowed a copy of Midshipman
Easy, which I had read many times, but not
for years past. I found it better than ever,
and could not help wondering how it is that
Marryat is so often treated as no more than a
slightly superior Henty, who concocted " ad-
venture stories " for boys and was an effective
recruiting agent for the Royal Navy,

If there is in the English language a book of
the adventurous kind more full of exciting
fights and escapes, freer from dull pages, more
diversified, more amusing, and, I may add,
better written, I do not know it. It may
certainly be argued that the adventures are
very crowded, that luck unduly favours the
hero, and that the good characters are excep-
tionally good; but it is as realistic as a book
of the sort could be, and if nothing is to happen
in novels that could not happen in normal life,